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These opportunities present themselves in various ways; 
sometimes by simply expanding one’s previous contact 
network by attending SPARK or Chamber of Commerce 
events. A client reported that these events, which were 
not previously on his radar, have been helpful in helping 
him strategize his job search and making new contacts. 

“I haven’t worked in months. I am desperate 
to find work anywhere.”
Others are looking at jobs outside of their immediate 
experience or working off hours. One JFS client recently 
started a new job with Zingerman’s even though his 
previous experience was not in food service or delivery 
and the night position has “crazy hours”  The previously 
unemployed and uninsured client has a full-time job 
with benefits, and reports: “I feel terrific. Zingerman’s is a 
fantastic employer, so I feel very lucky.” 

Whatever an individual’s previous experience or current 
situation may be, JFS works with people to help them best 
meet their needs. Contact the agency for employment and 
career assistance. 

“I haven’t worked in months. I am desperate to find work 
anywhere.” This statement is one heard more and more 
frequently at Jewish Family Services. Often someone calls 
for assistance with a bill or such, and swiftly employment 
becomes the topic of conversation.

As the state budget crisis and economic woes continue, 
many people feel that their job market prospects are tight. 
But some of JFS’ clients are finding that the opportunities 
emerge when workers are open to creative and new paths 
previously not taken. 

. .  .dedicated to strengthening family life, 
fostering self-sufficiency and 

improving social & economic conditions

2245 S. State Street, Suite 200, Ann Arbor, MI 48104
(734) 769-0209 • www.jfsannarbor.org

Desperate Situations Call for Creative Solutions 
Unemployed Network to Find New Opportunities

Rupture in Families Create Crises  - page 3

Thank you to donors like you - page 4 - 6

Youth Design JFS Tribute Cards - page 7

You can save a family from disaster - page 8

See inside. . . 

Jewish Family Services
Connections

November 2007

Steven Gerber, a former Ford 
engineer, brings his energy and 
exuberance for fundraising and 
events to Jewish Family Services 
as the new Board President. Steve 
has served as Treasurer, Executive 
Committee member, and Co-chair 
of the Friends of the Family 
committee, preparing him 
for this leadership role. 

“[T]imes are tough in Michigan, we need 
JFS now more than ever” - Steve Gerber
The board will refocus its energy on raising the 
visibility and viability of the agency. “The exceptional 
work of JFS is still not as well known as I would like to 

New Leaders Steer JFS Through 
Tough Economic Times
Hundreds of Supporters Join Effort

New Board President, Steven Gerber
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ConnectionsJFSJFS Mission 
To address the human services concerns 

which affect individuals and families 
in the community in a manner sensitive 
to Jewish culture, values & ideas while  

respecting diversity within an ever 
changing society.
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see it,”states Gerber. “This year, we will concentrate on doing a 
more effective job of making its contributions better appreciated 
and more broadly known.” 

Andrew Rudick brings his fresh and creative ideas to the board 
as a newly elected member. Rudick has served on the Finance 
Committee and has provided key leadership to the Young Adult 
Division of the Jewish Federation of Washtenaw County. “We are 

pleased to have Andy join our team,” says Gerber. 

Leslie Kamil will serve as Vice President, while Bette Cotzin will continue as 
Secretary and Mike Fried takes over as Treasurer. Current members remain on 
the board including Past President Marjorie Checkoway and past Vice President 
Mark Berg. Checkoway steps down as President after six years of leadership while 
Berg has served as Vice President for the last four years. Israel Woronoff becomes 
an Emeritus, or honorary, Board Member after serving as a key advisor since 1996 
and advisory committee co-chair from 2002 – 2004. Dean Solden, who served as 
Treasurer for three years, has recently stepped down from the board.

“Jewish Family Services would not be in the present vibrant 
and growing position without the strong leadership provided 
by Margie Checkoway and Mark Berg,” notes Gerber. “Margie 
involved herself in all aspects of the organization and offered 
guidance to the Board with grace 
and modesty. Mark has consistently 
given wise counsel to the Board 

and delivered exceptional 
leadership during JFS’s 

move to its present location.” Gerber also noted 
contributions by Israel Woronoff and Dean Solden. 
“Since its inception, Israel provided guidance in 
a gentle, unassuming manner. Dean offered his 
unique way of looking at issues and creative solutions to challenges facing JFS.” 

The board will develop a new five year strategic plan this year that will focus on 
organizational development, enhancing program implementation, and building 
the sustainability of JFS “As times are tough in Michigan, we need JFS now more 
than ever,” said Gerber. “We are grateful to the hundreds of individuals and 
businesses who have supported the agency through the years. We truly couldn’t do 
it without you!”

New Leaders for Tough Economic Times 
(continued)

Andrew Rudick volunteered to help 
rebuild JFS offices, one of many ways 

he contributes to JFS

Margie 
Checkoway on site at new office 

Mark Berg hangs cEiling tiles at New 
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JFS launched the first Youth in Crisis 
workshop last year in large part due 
to the vision, passion and foresight 
of Board Member Barbara Stark-
Nemon. In a recent interview, she 
expressed why JFS was the place to 
tackle this challenging issue. 

“I joined the board of JFS five years 
ago be- cause I saw a dynamic, creative, and 
effective organization that always finds a way to do a bit 
more within its limited size and resources.” Barbara notes 
that youth issues were a top concern based on her own 
personal and professional experience and that of many 
others in the community.

“There are a substantial number of youth here in Washt-
enaw County who can not function in the expected man-
ner in school, in their families, or their peer groups,” said 
Stark-Nemon. “Many caring, supportive families have 
kids in behavioral or social emotional crisis or on the 
verge of one, and don’t know where to turn.”  

Last spring, JFS convened a group of teachers, parents 
and professionals involved with youth to discuss this is-
sue. The workshop identified the need for better resource 
and referral services for these families and the profes-
sionals they approach. Workshop participants saw JFS 
as playing a unique role in bridging the gap between the 

community’s well-established supports for economically 
or educationally “at risk” children, and leadership devel-
opment programs for youth, to focus on the youth who 
fall through the cracks.

“Workshop participants pointed to the desperate short-
age of residential and intensive day treatment services 
locally,” according to Stark-Nemon.  The need for fam-
ily support was also highlighted.  “Parents feel isolated; 
afraid to admit that their families and children are less 
than perfect.” 

These are not “just growing pains.” “Even the most well 
adjusted, highly functional teen introduces a certain 
amount of strain in the fabric of a family,” according to 
local psychologist Arthur Brickman, Phd. ”. . . Rupture 
occurs when the teen no longer accepts the social contract 
about family; i.e. (a) parents are in charge of the family, 
(b) certain expectations exist, and if not met then at least 
will be addressed, and (c) all members of the family are 
entitled to respect.”

The group identified a number of short term tasks for JFS 
to accomplish, which the new Youth and Family Services 
Program Coordinator, Lisa Keefauver has begun to ac-
complish. The long-term vision is to partner with other 
resources in the community to create programming simi-
lar to ones located in Canada and California. 

“. . .the community needs to step up.  These 
are our own children, our future.” Barbara 
Stark-Nemon

“In order for our efforts to succeed, we must secure long 
term financial support for these programs and services”, 
notes Barbara Stark-Nemon. “We have had two generous 
donors so far, but the community needs to step up.  These 
are our own children, our future.” 

JFS invites community members to be involved in es-
tablishing the Youth in Crisis Referral and Resource 
Network and plan the second Youth in Crisis Workshop.  
Interested community members should contact Lisa Keef-
auver at lisa@jfsannarbor.org or (734) 769-0209. 

Rupture in family relationships not “Just Growing Pains”
according to experts involved with youth in crisis

Our New Staff
Lisa Keefauver joins JFS as the 
Youth and Family Services Co-
ordinator providing case man-
agement and program support  
to families with youth in crisis. 
She has a Masters of Social 

Work with a concentration on youth and 
families from the University of Vermont 
and four years of field experience. She 
lives in Ann Arbor with her husband and 
their adopted daughter Lily. 
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Circle of Legacy ($10,000 - $25,000)
Herbert & Carol Amster*
Mark Bernstein & Rachel Bendit*
Jeanne & Ken Levy-Church
Benard L. Maas Foundation
Joshua Pokempner & Gretchen Gardener*
Ambassador Ronald & Eileen Weiser*

Circle of Traditions ($2,500 - $9,999)
Mark Berg & Fran Lewy
Marjorie & Barry Checkoway
Phyllis & David Herzig 
Mark & Susan Orringer
Barbara Schreier	
Joseph Spiegel	
Victor & Valerie Rosenberg
Barbara Stark-Nemon & Barry Nemon 
Anonymous	

Circle of Generations($1000-$2499)
Harlene & Henry Appelman
Joan Binkow
Robert Cohen & Ruth Moscow Cohen
Bette & Alan Cotzin
Karen Epstein
Susan Fisher & John Waidley 
Paul & Judy Freedman
Michael & Lisbeth Fried
Randy & Donna Friedman
Charles & Rita Gelman 
Steven & Joyce Gerber
Linda & Richard Greene
Leslie Kamil & Jon Lockard
Jane & Herbert Kaufer
Syma & Phillip Kroll
Stephen & Pamela Landau
Nancy & Irving Leon
Charles & Sharon Newman
Teamour & Svetlana Nurushev
Carole & Mitchell Rycus
Susan Sefansky & David Goldstein
Aliza & Howard Shevrin 
Art & Elizabeth Solomon 
Edward Stein & Patricia McCune
Nell Stern

Circle of Community ($500-$999)
Anya Abramzon & Alex Levitsky 
Evan Caminker & Stacey Lee
Nina	Dmitrieva & Frederick Mayer
Heather & Stuart Dombey
Gary & Maureen Fagin
Robert Feldman
Charles & Janet Garvin
Jennifer Shikes Haines & David Haines
David& Helen Hessler
Gideon& Carol Hoffer
Nedra Kalish
Yale & Joan Kamisar	
Kiwanis Club of Ann Arbor
Arthur & Karen Lindenberg
Deborah & Marc Renner
Hillary Murt & Bruce Friedman
Gilbert Omenn & Martha Darling
Andrew Rudick
Leslie Eisenbud Quint & Douglas Quint
Brian & Margot Schapiro
Adrienne & Steve Schiff
Dean & Sari Solden
June & Richard Swartz
Todd Services, Inc.	
Esther Ullman & Morley Witus
Gabriel Weinreich	
Elina & Vadim Zilberberg

Jewish Family Services 2006-2007 Annual Campaign
Circle of Family ($250-$499)
Dorit Adler & Michelle  Silver
Larry & Sue Adler
Laurie & Jeff Barnett
Barbara Levin Bergman
Patricia Binder
Daniel Boyk	
Donald & June Brown
Henry & Miriam Brysk
Todd & Judy Endelman
Lorie & Alan Friedman
Martin Garber & Beth German
Marvin & Florence Gerber
Elliot Ginsburg & Linda Jo Doctor
Ed & Mona Goldman
Jesse & Anitra Gordon
Albert Gorlin	
Bob & Laurel Hern
Larry & Carolyn Hiss
Paul & Karen Izenberg
Early Childhood Center, JCC
Sherri & Allyn Kantor
LaurenKatz & Joel Rubenstein
Scott & Cindy Kellman
Nestor Kleer	
Jerry & Judie Lax
Carol Lessure & Jon Engelbert
Joel & Joan Levitt
Loren Levy & Steven Mandell
Roderick Little & Robin Adelson Little
Nancy & Phillip Margolis
Kiki & Andrei Markovitz
Arthur Nusbaum	
Ellen & Samuel Offen
Lana &  Henry Pollack
Jacob PriceMurray & Sue Rebner
James Roll & Ruth Bardenstein
Andy Rudick	
Nina & Howard Rush
Mae & Leonard Sander
Stephen Saxe & Kim Rosner Saxe
Terry Silver	
Gretta Spier & Jonathan Rubin
Karen & David Stutz
Ronald & Elana Sussman
Stephen Swanson & Peter Grey
Temple Beth Emeth Sisterhood
Lisa & Jeffrey Tulin-Silver
Lauren & Frank Zinn

Circle of Friends ($100 - $249)
Irene & Paul Adler
Michael & Nadine Alpern
David & Helen Aminoff
Michael Appel & Ruth Kraut
Brad & Robin Axelrod
Bernard & Barbara Banet
Vitaliy Barskiy & Natalia Barskaya
Leslie & Norm Bash
Linda Bennett & Robert Bagramian
Morris Bornstein	
Merle & Dean Brenner
Jerry & Audrey Bricker
Morton & Raya Brown
Jane & Tony Burton
Café Marie		
Stephen & Janet Carpman
Judy & Malcolm Cohen
Kathi & Rick Cohen
Shelly & David Cooke
Michael DiPietro & Alice J Fishman
Robert & Ellen Dobrusin

*multiyear gifts under a matching grant

JFS board members and staff gratefully 
support the 

Jewish Federation Annual Campaign.

Jewish Family Services receives 
18 percent of our funding from the 

Federation. 

Live Generously. 

It does a world.™

Sol & Judith Elkin
David & Lynn Engelbert
Joy Wolfe Ensor & Douglas Ensor
Jack Fagin	
Stephen & Marcia Feinberg
Carol Finerman	
Irving Fink & Susie Silver
Robert & Lolita Fisher
Devon Fitzig	
Susan Flint & Andrew Flint
Gary Freed & Eileen  Freed
Richard & Cynthia Frey
J. Lawrence Friedman & Mary K. Kalmes
Leon & Marcia Friedman
Enid Galler	
Maureen & David Ginsburg
Zvi & Marlene Gitelman
Joel & Sally Goldberg
Rachel Goldman & Ernie Behringer
David Gordon & Zoe Koosis
Steven & Donna Gotlib
Alfred & Judy Gourdji
Robert Green	
Marjorie Greene & Kathy Thomas
Viktor & Lyudmila Gulko
Bruce & Sue Hern
Sheryl Hirsch & Jack Billi
Judith Holtz	
Abe Ingber	
Judy Irvine & Steve Pastner
Lynn Jamieson	
Karen Jordan & Dave Wilson
Robert & Beatrice Kahn
Dan & Pat Kaminsky
Adrienne Kaplan & Harold Borkin
Mercy & Stephen Kasle
David & Maxine J. Katz
Myra & Rich Klarman
Steve & Shira  Klein
Lewis & Cynthia Kleinsmith
Linda & Melvin Korobkin
Barbara & Ron Kramer
Robert Krasny	
Ted & Wendy Lawrence
Steve Leber & Dina Shtull-Leber
Laurie & Jeffrey Leflein
Joan Levitsky & Mel Levitsky
Julia Aviva Levitt & Donald Levitt
Toby Lewis & Gregory C. Lewis
Paul Lichter & Carolyn Lichter
Judy & Mike Linden
Alvin & Doris Lipnik
Andrea & Bobbie Ludwig
Cathy & Steve Malette
Bob & Judy Marans
Barry & Elaine Margolis
Fran & Irwin Martin
Natalie & Vadim Mazhaliuk
Leonard T. Meltzer & Leslie L. Meltzer
Lauren & Eric Metzendorf
Henry Mosberg & Deborah Weintrob
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Ezra & Lucille Cassel
Miriam Chapman	
Amy Checkoway	
Edward & Rebecca Chudacoff
Hilary & Michael Cohen
Robert Davidow & Susan Grubb
Ed & Judi Davidson
Sofia & Abraham Dorfman
Zakhar Dubovoy & Yelena Dubovaya
Susan & Theodore Duclos
Steven & Carol  Dworkin
Raymond Echt	
Judge & Mrs. S.J. Elden
Ethel & Sheldon Ellis
Charles & Julie Ellis
Ann Epstein	
Miron Faygenzon & Lina Neygauz
Sheila & Lou Feigelson
Norman Fell	
Alice Fell	
Sidney & Alice Fishman
Shari & Ben Fox
Joan  French & Ray Fullerton
Richard & Joanna Friedman
Candace Friedman	
Steven Friend & Loretta Richey Friend
Leonid Gankin & Maria Vilinskaia
Eeta Gershow	
Melvyn Gluckman	
Sylvia Gordon	
James Govert & Rachel Nosowsky
Judith Green	
Barry & Susan Gross
Josif & Sophia Guberman
Ketti Gulko	
Mary Janice Gutfreund & Lawrence Kestenbaum
Patricia B. Haber	
David & Barbara Hall
Amy & David Hamermesh
Idelle Hammond-Sass & Dale Sass
Jeremy Handler	
Kenneth & Hilary Handwerger
Jayne Harary	
Micheal & Nina Homel
David Horowitz	
Lauren Hunter	
Jacob & Judy Ishakis
Stanley & Judith Jacobs
Marilyn Jeffs	
J. Dale Jeffs	
Harlan Kadish	
Tamara Kagan	
Remo Kandisbrat	
Rebecca Kanner	
Rachel B. Kaplowitz	
Earnest  & Anastas Kasparov
Mark & Maureen  Kassof
Vladimir & Irina Khaikin
Ned Kirsch & Paula Hiller
David James & Abby Korotney
Seymour & Doreen Kroll
Sara Kupershmidt	
Malvina Kurnosova	
Yelizaveta Labkovkaya	
Fanya	 Lachashvili	
Doron Lamm & Smadar Karni
Alan Lampear & Anita  Liberman-Lampear
Seymour & Sarah Lampert
Susan Lasky	
Ethel & Fred Lee
Tamara D. Lenskaya  & Alene E. Kotlyar
Leva Lessure	
Raisa Levinskaya	
Moisey Leykin & Gita Leykina
Joan Lowenstein & Jonathan Trobe
Yuliy I. Malkin	
Yelizaveta Malkina	

“JFS of Washtenaw County is like no 
other. You’ll always hold a special place 
in our hearts. Keep us on your mailing 
list for an annual donation.“- former 
clients, Heidi, Igor & Max Vizelberg.

Circle of Friends (Continued)

Circle of Giving (up to $99)
Jamie & James Abelson
Joanna Abramson	
Saul Adelman	
Margery & Joseph Adelson
Gwendolyn Adler	
Melina Adler	
Robert & Judith Ahronheim
Stephen & Levana Aronson
Brian & Judith Ashin
Eli Avny	
Gerald Avrin	
Alexander Balin	
Richard & Deborah Ball
Mel & Rosalyn Barclay
Rose Marie Barhydt	
Lois &  David Baru
Borah &  Max Bender
Stanley Berent	
Syd & Ruth Bernard
Rosalyn Biederman	
Gloria & Marvin Bookstein
Irina Borschevskaya	
Eleanor Bradshaw	
Irene & Charles Butter

Louis & Julie Nagel
Sergey& Ludmila Pakharenko
Edwin & Sue Pear
Owen & Sheila Perlman
Nancy Pickus	
Robert & Joan Ravin
David B. Rein	
David Rhoads	
Michelle & Arthur Riba
Stew & Helena Robinovitz
Byron & Alice Roe
Steve Rohde & Deborah Cherrin
George Rosenwald	
Laura Rubin & John Lofy
Peter Rycus & Meena Bajracharya
James & Ellen Saalberg
Arlene Saxonhouse	
Judith & Manfred Schmidt
Susan Schreiber	
Mary & Art Schuman
Marilyn Scott	
Harriet Selin	
Bruce & Lisa Shapiro
Jacqueline & Benjamin Shapo
Elvera & David Shappirio
Ken  & Viki Shayna
Ivan & Judith Sherick
Kenneth Silk	
Carol & Michael  Simon
Stu & Ronnie Simon
Laurence & Joanne Smith
Rena Soifer	
Linda & Bruce Sokolove
William & Lois Solomon
Doris & Lawrence Sperling
Mario & Naomi Spivak
Fred Steingold	
Alan & Gail Sugar
Charlotte Sundelson	
Mira Sussman & Doron  Yitzaki
Larry & Roberta Tankanow
Ilene & Norman Tyler
Elayne & Larry Tyner
Nelly Ullman	
Neal Weinberg & Susan Kalb Weinberg
Judy & Warren Williams
Donna Winkelman & Tom Easthope
Sarajane S. Winkelman	
Israel & Faye Woronoff
Phyllis Wurtman	
Eric & Martha Young
Robert & Charlene Zand

Circle of Giving (Continued)
Bernice & Harold Mark
Betsy Mark	
Geraldine & Sheldon Markel
Klara & Igor Mzayar
Steven L. Merritt	
Tamara Meyerovich	
Doris L.  Miller	
Lillian & Edwin Miller
Meira Miller	
Roza & Ruvim Mogendovich
Abram & Mina Monastizsky
Palmer & Susan Morrel-Samuels
Polina & Victor Motova
Anna & Boris Muchnik
Mel & Joni Muskovitz
Lorraine Nadelman & Sidney Warschuasky
Susan & Russell Neuman
Rachel Newman & Yossef Zekic
Larisa & Leonid Neyman
Laura Nitzberg & Thomas Carli
Shirley & Martin Norton
Beth Nothstine	
Monika Plesternings	
Reyza Polonskaya	
Herbert & Eileen  Pritzker
Klara Prizant	
Alex & Julie Roberts
Barbara Rosen	
Lotte Rosenbaum	
Dorrie Rosenblatt	
Hal Rosenblit	
Lola & Allen Rubens
Andy Sacks	
Cindy & Mark Saper
Barry Satz	
Howard & Lisa Saulles
Thomas & Anne Brantley Segall
Caryn Shapiro	
Deborah J. Shaw	
David Shaykevich & Basya Korobochko
David & Carey Sherman
Robert Silbergleit & Catherine Zudak
Michael & Margaret Singer
Lynn Sipher & Scott Mann
Marta Smolkina	
Martha Solent & Chip Goldstein
Michael  & Irina Spassky
Jeffrey  Spoon & Terri Ginsberg
Susanne Steitz	
Iris Barnes Stokes	
Miriam & Max Stryer
Gussie  Tanenhaus	
Glenn Taylor	
Temple Beth Emeth - Caring Community
Peggy & Sherman Titens
Alice Train	
Yuriy & Ida Vinnik
Heidi & Igor Vizelberg
Ken & Emily Wachsberger
Ruth & Scott Wade
Peggy & Vince Wellman
Charles & Tamar Weaver
Bonnie Weil Trust
Judith & Howard Weinblatt
Claire Weiner & Kirk Brower
Susan Weisberg	
Lisa & Stephen J. Weiss
Les & Phyllis  Werbel
Ruth Winter & Steve Silverman
Michael Wodka	
Philip Zazove & Barbara Reed
Anonymous	

Circle of Giving (Continued)
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Jewish Family Services 
celebrated its thirteenth 
year with over 200 
community members at a 
unique and fun filled, JFS 
Bat Mitzvah Cruise. The 
Cruise event “set sail” on 
April 22 at Travis Pointe 

Country Club with an opening reception honoring 
the thirteen elements instrumental to the success of 
JFS. Representatives of the following groups were 
invited to light a candle of Mizvot.  

(1) Early Community 
Supporters -who 
began the work of 
JFS on a voluntary 
basis; (2) Community 
Leaders  who nurtured 
a professional agency; 
(3) Advisors that offered 
vision and hands on support (4)
JFS Services that fulfill essential needs in our 
community (5)
Supporters who provide vital funds to support 
the agency (6) Local Community Partners that 
collaborate on JFS programs and services
(7) Committees that help formulate and review JFS 
services (8) Adult Volunteers who donate valuable 
time to JFS (9) Youth Volunteers  who offer energy 
and time to JFS (10) Staff that work endlessly to meet 
the needs of the community (11) Professionals who 
donate their expertise, sponsorship and materials to 
JFS (12) You  who help JFS remain your family in the 
community  

The rest of the evening was dedicated to fun and 
celebration. Participants could watch the Not-so-
newleywed game show with MC Big Al Muskovito 
who tested three couples on their knowledge and 

Cruisin’ JFS Bat Mitzvah 
Celebration

Dinner with the Family Centerpieces 

Weingarten and Gessner Dinner

ConnectionsJFS

Our New Staff
Rick Finger serves as the JFS 
Program Coordinator for the 
Michigan Prisoner  
Re-entry Initiative, a grant 
funded program with the goal 
of making our communities 

safer as citizens return from the De-
partment of Corrections. Rick applies 
JFS employment and case management 
expertise to transitioning parolees while 
drawing upon his own years of experi-
ence in mental health services, court 
casework, and general health care ad-

compatibility. All contestants won 
beautiful 
Judiaca art 
from Carole 
Roeda 
Studios. 
(photo)

Others 
enjoyed 

singing along to their favorite tunes 
provided by Chasen’ Dreams DJ and 
Karaoke. (photo)

Some guests took a tour of the world 
with a wine tasting hosted by Becky 
Sue Epstein 
of Intermezzo 
Magazine, other 
learned some 
dance moves 
with Max Ali 
and his students 
Steve and Joyce 
Gerber. At 
the same time, 
guests could enjoy a massage, sit for a 
caricaturist drawing, or experience the 
magic of Jeffrey “the magician” Olds.
(Photos)

On the lower deck, youth hung out poolside with 
their own buffet and DJ music provided by Elemental 
Brothers. Some guests also took advantage of the 
indoor racquetball and tennis courts. 
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JFS Thanks Volunteers at 
Office Grand Opening

Jewish Family Services 
celebrated its move 
into new offices at 
2245 South State Street 
with an afternoon 
of music, food and 
dancing. Between 
October and April, over 
100 volunteers spent 

weekends, weekdays, and evenings transforming the 
interior office space into private offices.  “We are so 
grateful to those who donated their valuable time to 
this project,” said Board Vice President and Project 
Manager Mark Berg “Thanks to the significant 
contribution of these exceptional community 
members, JFS is now in position to meet growing 
demands for the high quality services it provides to 
community members in need.”

The new interior would not be possible without 
the help of hundreds of volunteers including: 
community youth groups, members of the 
resettlement community,  ESL class members and 
graduates, members of YAD and Hillel, board and 
staff members of JFS and students from the Ann 
Arbor Public School construction program.
 
Over 20 businesses offered donated and discounted 
materials and labor including: TJ Electric & 
Construction of Farmington Hills, Home Depot, 
Modern Mechanical, Lloyd Painting Services Inc., 
and Ron Stairs Construction. 

The Gilberts speaking at the  
Dinner with the Family Dessert Reception Over the years, the ESL (English as a Second 

Language) program at JFS has grown into a 
very valuable part of the services offered by 
the agency.  Students from all over the world 
come daily to class.  Not only do they learn how 
to improve their language skills, but they also 
learn life skills. Instructor Barbara Schreier is 
amazed on a daily basis over the improvement 
in language growth, but also in the fellowship 
among the students.  Her most heartfelt time 
comes when introductions are being practiced, 
and Michael says “I am from Israel”, and 
Mohamed says “I am from Palestine”. 

There is no charge for these ESL classes, as 
the costs of the program are covered under 
two grants from the Michigan Department 
of Education and a newly acquired grant for 
enhancements from the Dollar General Literacy 
Foundation. 

Giving back has become an important attitude 
among the students who appreciate the daily 
classes.  So, during the construction of our new 
building, volunteers from 12 different countries 
were working together to “give back’ each 
weekend.

In particular, Michael Verdinger from a moshav 
near Ashekelon, Isreal, Sergey Pakharenko from 
Krasnodar, Russia, and Alfredo Castillo from 
La Paz, Bolivia provided invaluable skills.  They 
could be seen working side by side during the 
entire build out of the JFS office space this winter 

ESL Students learn about 
Tzedekah

From L to R Carol Lessure, Anya Abramzon, Margie Checkoway, 
Rep. John Dingell, Jeff Levin, Sadeepa and her brother Chalan.

JFS Recieves Funds 
for Literacy 

Jewish Family Services has received a grant 
of $13,800 from the Dollar General Lit-
eracy Foundation to enhance its English as 
a Second Language and Civics instruction to 
immigrants and refugees. The agency offers 
daily classes on site to adults seeking long 
term employment ond three weekly classes 
of site for older adults seeking to practice 
and enhance their language skills. These 
funds will greatly enhance our ESL and Civ-
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Help Families Avoid Disaster

Save the Date: Unique JFS Programs
Celebrating Jewish Mothers – No Guilt!		  Nov. 18
Grandparent U: Non-traditional Families		  Nov. 29
Stars of David Chanukah Shabbat 			   Dec. 7
JFS at UMS: The Bernstein Award Event		  Dec. 9
JFS Advocacy Connection Workshop		  Dec. 13
Grandparent U: The “Other Grandparents”	 Dec. 20
Motor Meals Delivery Day		    		  Dec. 25
JFS Advocacy Connection Workshop		  Jan. 27
Grandparent U: Equality, Fairness, Favoritism 	 Jan. 31

Grandparent U: Storytelling				    Feb. 28
Depression Awareness Day		    		  March 2
Grandparent U: Holidays & Traditions		  March 27
Dinner with the Family				    March 30
Grandparent U: Being Spiritual Guides		  April 24
Youth & Family Workshops				    May 2
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ConnectionsJFS

2245 S. State Street, Suite 200
Ann Arbor, MI 48104

A working car, a tank of gasoline, or loans for unexpected 
expenses can prevent unemployment and homelessness.  

Please consider donations of the following:

	 Automobiles in good driving condition 
	 Gasoline pre-paid cards
	 Optical care and supplies
	 Emergency financial assistance

All donations are tax deductible.


